
Benefits of Being
a Co-op Owner

• I hereby apply to become an owner of the 
Abundance Cooperative Market and intend 
to purchase a share at $100 per share. As a 
shareholder I agree to abide by the Bylaws of 
the Abundance Cooperative Market. 

• I understand that financial return is limited 
to possible patronage dividends and savings 
from member discounts, and that if re-
demption of shares is allowed by the Board, 
redemption value may be less than purchase 
price. 

• I understand that voting rights begin 30 days 
after acceptance of application. 

• I understand that I must keep Abundance 
informed of any change of address. If my       
address of record is unreachable for more 
than three consecutive years, my ownership 
will be terminated and my shares donated 
to the cooperative, per Section 2.8 of the 
Bylaws. 

• I certify that I am at least 18 years of age. 

X __________________________________
    Signature                                  Date   

For office use: 

Processed by________________   Date______

Amount__________  Invoice #___________

Tender (circle one):  cash    check # _____   credit card   

Sales Receipt # ______    Shareholder # _____ 

Share Certificate # _________

Date entered into Shareholder Records: _________

Terms & Conditions

• one-time purchase of share for $100, 
no annual fee or recurring costs 

• choose one day a month to get 10% off 
your purchase

• get discounts on special orders
• take advantage of owner-only deals 
• share in the profits: receive possible 

dividend pay-outs relative to how much 
you spend

• vote for candidates to join the Board 
of Directors at annual meetings 

• vote on bylaw amendments and      
other items as proposed by the Board 
of Directors

• run to be elected to the Board of 
Directors 

• volunteer for further discounts on 
your purchases 

• help build a stronger local economy 
and community  

All are welcome at Abundance. You don’t have 
to be an owner to shop, but once you’ve dis-
covered the benefits of shopping with us, you 
might be interested in the benefits of 
becoming an owner, too.

Store Hours
Mon - Fri: 8:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sat:  9:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sun:  10:00 am - 7:00 pm

Get in touch! 
phone:   (585) 454-2667
web:   www.abundance.coop 
facebook:  .../AbundanceCoopMarket
twitter:  @abundancecoop

62 Marshall Street
Rochester, NY 14607

All 
About 
Becoming 
a Co-op Owner



Our Story Shareholder Application

The Co-op Difference
Abundance is a consumer co-operative. We’re 
owned and democratically run by the people 
who shop in our store. Co-op owners, by 
purchasing a share and through shopping with 
us, are the main capital base for our business. 
A co-op owner participates in the governance 
of the store by voting for candidates to join the 
Board of Directors, participating on a Board 
committee, or being elected to the Board.

Local Abundance
Rochester and the surrounding region is rich 
with a local abundance of quality, handcraft-
ed, and ethically-produced food and crafts, 
and that is a story closely tied to our own 
as Rochester’s only food co-op. We highlight 
throughout our store local producers and 
craftspeople who put such care into the food 
and products we carry. Where conventional 
grocers work with an average of 65 local food 
producers, food co-ops work with an average 
of 157.  Come in and explore local!

Stronger Together
Abundance is a member of the National 
Cooperative Grocer’s Association (NCGA). 
The NCGA connects us with co-ops across 
the country, allowing us to leverage with col-
lective weight in national advocacy campaigns, 
like the Non-GMO Project. We’re also able 
to get competitive prices and great monthly 
sales on hundreds of products through this 
partnership, including the Co+Op Deals pro-
gram. Check out strongertogether.coop for 
more information about the NCGA.

Liberal or conservative, hippie or yuppie, veggie lover or bacon lover—there’s something for 
everyone at Abundance Cooperative Market.  We’re Rochester’s first and only cooperatively-owned 
natural products retail grocer.  We opened in 2001, but our history spans more than 40 years, 
beginning with the Genesee Co-op Natural Foodstore in 1968.

________________________________________
Name of person applying for membership (please 
print). Joint applications are not permitted. 

________________________________________
Street address    Apt. #

________________________________________
City / State / Zip Code

Your email is used only for important shareholder 
notifications. If you would also like to receive our 
bi-weekly e-newsletter, event notices, and special 
emails for deals and discounts, please check this box. 

Amount paid:  $__________________ 

Manager’s OK (for scholarship): ______________ 

Method of purchase (circle one): 
FULL PAYMENT  PARTIAL PAYMENT  SCHOLARSHIP 

Phone number:  (____) ____----____________ 

Email: __________________________________
      (required)

Instructions
1.  Complete, sign, and return this application. 
2. Make payment in store or by mail with application to 
Shareholder Services. We will give you a copy of your ap-
plication for your records when we process your payment. 
Benefits (except the right to vote) begin right away. 
3. You’ll receive a new member packet in the mail, which 
includes your share certificate, membership card, pointer 
to the bylaws of our cooperative, and helpful information 
on making the most of your co-op benefits.  

Other ways to join
Pay on time: Make payments towards your share on a 
schedule. When the full $100 is paid, your ownership is 
effective. 
Scholarship shares: A limited number are available for those 
unable to afford the cash investment. These are temporary 
shares and the recipient is expected to return them to the 
pool when they have the means to purchase a share for 
themselves. 


